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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, CH 

SUBJECT: STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA TRADE MISSION 

1. RONALD E. MCCOWEN OF NORTH CAROLINA'S DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL AND ECONOMIC RESOURCES INFORMED US ON AUGUST 9 
OF THE LATEST OF LONG SERIES OF MEETINGS HE HAS HELD WITH 
PRC OFFICIALS ON THE SUBJECT OF A NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
TRADE MISSION TO THE PRC. HE HAD MET WITH HUANG WEN-CHUN 
AT THE PRCLO ON AUGUST 8. MCCOWEN, WHO HAS BEEN IN FRE- 
QUENT CONTACT WITH THE DEPARTMENT, HAD HOPED THAT, AS A 
MINIMUM, PRCLO WOULD REACT FAVORABLY TO A PROPOSAL THAT HE 
(MCCOWEN) AND/OR GOVERNOR HOLSHOUSER WOULD BE PERMITTED 
TO TRAVEL TO PEKING TO DISCUSS THE TRADE MISSION IDEA 
DIRECTLY WITH PRC TRADE OFFICIALS. MCCOWEN SAID HUANG WAS 
COOL TO THIS IDEA, HOWEVER, AND WENT ON TO OFFER MCCOWEN 
HIS EXTENSIVE "PERSONAL OPINIONS" WHICH HE EXPRESSED 
"FRANKLY" IN VIEW OF MCCOWEN'S LONG EFFORTS: (A) THAT 
STATE DELEGATIONS WERE NOT POSSIBLE UNTIL DIPLOMATIC 
RECOGNITION; (B) THAT AFTER DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION HUANG 
FIRST EXPECTED THERE WOULD BE A FEDERAL LEVELELEGA- 
TION; (C) ONLY AFTER DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS TO THAT 
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(D) HOWEVER, PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS AND INDUSTRY DELEGATIONS 
COULD MAKE CONTACT WITH PRC TRADING AUTHORITIES REGARDING 
SPECIFIC BUSINESS PROPOSALS. 



2. HUANG ALSO STATED FACT THAT GOVERNOR HOLSHOUSER A 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL AND MCCOWEN A GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE 
WOULD GIVE PROBLEMS IN APPROVING PRELIMINARY TRIP TO 
PEKING, AND HE ALLUDED TO POSSIBLE AVALANCHE OF SIMILAR 
REQUESTS FROM OTHER STATES AND INDUSTRIAL TRADE ORGANI- 
ZATIONS. 

3. IN MORE POSITIVE VEIN, HUANG SPECIFIED FOUR AREAS 
OF POSSIBLE PRC INTEREST IN NORTH CAROLINA PRODUCTS: 

NYLON YARN, POLYESTER YARN, NYLON TIRE CORD, POLYESTER 
STAPLE FOR TEXTILES. 

4. MCCOWEN INDICATED HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND 
SURVEY NORTH CAROLINA MANUFACTURERS OF THESE PRODUCTS. 
HOWEVER, HE WAS OBVIOUSLY DISCOURAGED BY RESULTS OF 
MEETING WITH HUANG AND WILL RECOMMEND TO GOVERNOR HOLS- 
HOUSER THAT NO FURTHER EFFORTS BE MADE ON TRADE MISSION 
IDEA. ROGERS 
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